LACERTA IGUAN A. 


NO III RIOR > 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Corpus tetrapodum, caudatum, nudum. 


Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 359. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Ec. 


LACERTA cauda tereti longa, dorfo ferrato, 
crifta gule denticulata. 


LACERTA cauda tereti longa, futura dorfali 
dentata, crifta gulæ denticulata. 


Lin. Sy. Nat. p. 366. 


LACERTA LEGUAN. 
Bont. "fav. 56. 


YUVANA. 
Cluf. Exot. 116. 
LACERTUS SENEMBI & IGUANA. 
Raj. Quadr. 265. 
LEGUANA. 
Seo Mu. 1. 199959 CON 97. e. 


In genere Lacerta plurima funt exempla forme 
mirc et peculiaris; qua fane prz ceteris eminere 
videtur fpecies quam reprefentat tabula. America 
eft incola; in variis etiam Indie Occidentalis in- 
fulis frequentiffime occurrit; Indiam quoque Ori- 
entalem inhabitat. In magnam fepe crefcit mo- 
lem; nec raro invenitur pedes tres, quatuor, vel 
etiam quinque longa. Color ejus generalis eft vi- 
ridis, in diverfis fpeciminibus magis minufve vi- 
vidus, et in aliquibus corporis partibus fufco adum- 
bratus; interdum etiam color fufcus dominatur. 
Dorfum illi valde ferratum, cum facco qui in gula 
eft, quemque pro arbitrio poteft inflare donec fum- 
mopere extendatur, efficit ut animal mite et inno- 
cens dirum prorfus et terribile videatur. Loca 
faxofa et fylvofa incolit hac lacerta, infecta et ve- 
getabilia devorans. Caro ejus pro efca falubri et 
nutritia habetur, licet ftomachis nonnullis male 
conveniat. Capitur communiter laqueo circa col- 
lum jacto, cujus ope a fitu fuo detrahitur; non 
enim cum primum afpicitur, in fugam fe recipit, 
fed intentis oculis confpectores intuetur, faccum 
fimul, quem fub gula habet, miro modo ad fum- 
mum inflans. Non raro hac animalia fale condita 
in doliis affervant infule Jamaica aliarumque infu- 
larum Occidentalium incola. Hzc lacerte fpecies 
a variis auctoribus defcripta eft, a quibufdam etiam 
depicta; nullibi tamen pulchrius quam in Seba 
thefauro rerum naturalium, qui omnes ejus charac- 
teres optime expreffit. 


NIS OE rp 


wh, cur 
S 


A » > 


THE 


GUNNA. 


Qo ia i a O KROK KOKO KK KOK KOK CJ 


GENERIC CHARACTER. 
Body four-footed, tailed, naked. 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, Gc. 


LIZARD with long round tail, ferrated back, 
and denticulated gular creft. 

The IGUANA or GUANA. 

The GREAT AMERICAN GUANA. 


The Lizard tribe affords numerous examples of 
ftrange and peculiar form; and fcarce any fpecies is 
more eminent in this refpect than the Guana. This 
animal is a native of America, and is found in many 
parts of the Weft-Indian iflands in great plenty. It 
is alfo found in the Eaft Indies. It grows to a very 
confiderable fize, and is often feen of thc length of 
three, four, or even five fect. Its moft general 
color is green, but with much variation in the tinge 
of different individuals; aud it is fhaded with brown 
in fome parts of the body; and fometimes the 
brown is the predominating color. The back of the 


Guana is very ftrongly ferrated ; and this, together 
with 


with the gular pouch, which it has the power of 
extending or inflating to a great degree, gives a for- 
midable appearance to an animal otherwife harm- 
lefs. It inhabits rocky and woody places, and feeds 
on infects and vegetables, It is reckoned an ex- 
tremely nourifhing and delicate food, but is obferved 
to difagree with fome conftitutions. The common 
manner of catching it is by cafting a noofe over its 
head, and thus drawing it from its fituation; for it 
fcldom makes an effort to efcape, but ftands look- 
ing intently at its difcoverer, inflating its throat at 
the fame time in an extraordinary manner. Guanas 
are fometimes falted and barrelled up for ufe in Ja- 
maica and other Weft-Indian iflands in confiderable 
quantities. This fpecies of Lacerta has been de- 
fcribed and figured by feveral authors; but the moft 
expreflive figures are thofe given by Seba in his 
Thefaurus rerum naturalium. 


